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News From The 
Caucasus Region
People cooperating across the Caucasus Mountain Region: 
Everyday activities and achievements

W elcome to the fourth issue of the 
Sustainable Caucasus Newsletter. In 
this edition, we bring to your attention 

the latest news, key facts, and developments of 
the Sustainable Caucasus. We hope you enjoy the 
newsletter and that the information provided in 
this bulletin will be interesting and useful for you.
We are honoured to be part of the Sustainable 
Caucasus journey to create networks that facilitate 
communication, research, and innovation to move 
us together towards an equitable, inclusive, and 
sustainable networks of communities.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to 
the hard-working staff of Caucasus Network for 
Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions 
(Sustainable Caucasus), our partners and sister 
organisations, and our donors who work tirelessly, 
often in extremely challenging circumstances, 
and have demonstrated great commitment to 
moving forward our ongoing operations across the 
Caucasus, all the while finding innovative solutions 
to the new challenges we face and to reinforcing 
our organisation’s activities.

Sustainable Caucasus Team
Coordination unit of Scientific Network for the

Caucasus Mountain Region
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Background

T he Caucasus Network for 
Sustainable Development 
of Mountain Regions seeks 

to promote sustainable mountain 
development by supporting regional 
cooperation, bringing together key 
stakeholders and implementing 
innovative solutions on the 
ground. To achieve its objectives, 
Sustainable Caucasus looks to utilise 
a variety of activities targeted at 
sustainable development in the 
Caucasus mountain region including: 
capacity building, transforming 
and disseminating knowledge; 
developing, analysing and monitoring 
relevant policies; supporting training 
and education; raising awareness; 
enhancing stakeholder co-operation 
and experience sharing; promoting 
and introducing best practices; 
and implementing other actions as 
appropriate.

Sustainable Caucasus is the co-
ordination unit of the Scientific 
Network for the Caucasus Mountain 
Region (SNC-mt). Since its foundation, 
Sustainable Caucasus has defined 
the following key priorities in its 
work to enhance co-operation 
and partnership for sustainable 
development of the Caucasus region:

•	 Strengthening the science-
policy interface

•	 Knowledge generation
•	 Research for development
•	 Best practices and policy 

advocacy
•	 Higher education
•	 Networking and membership
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T he Regional Initiative Group (RIG) is 
made up of national alliances in Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, and Georgia (National 

Initiative Groups — NIGs) comprised of scientific, 
civil, and private or-ganisations working in the 
fields of Disaster Risk Management (DRM), 
Sustainable Mountain Development (SMD), and 
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA). 

On 3 July 2023, the third meeting of the Regional 
Initiative Group was held back-to-back with the 
Caucasus Mountain Forum gathering more than 
25 representatives from ministries, civil society, 
research and international organisations from 
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. The meeting 
was organised together with the extended 
regional consultation meeting of the Adaptation 
at Altitude implemented in the South Caucasus 
by Sustainable Caucasus and UNEP. The event 

was supported by SDC to discuss opportunities 
of institutionalisation of cooperation on climate 
change adaptation in the South Caucasus. As a 
result, implementation of the Policy Brief of the 
RIG on “Regional cooperation enhancement for 
climate change adaptation policy and action 
harmonisation and coordination among South 
Caucasus countries” which was formally issued 
in June 2023, was initiated. Also, the meeting 
participants discussed the draft concept of 
the Regional Adaptation Dialogue in the South 
Caucasus (RADISC) and worked in small groups 
on possible work plan of activities as well as on 
completing/mapping of regional adaptation 
priorities in the South Caucasus for potential 
joint projects.

For more information visit – 
https://www.facebook.com/permalink

Strengthening The 
Science-Policy Interface

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02XWmsgVQmuQ73Bur83kgPPA8GXGfLhEgQgxpgL33iSp5Kc1wVozRN79RtqNXhnL3Bl&id=100063032601429
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National Initiative Groups (NIGs) 
of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia – NIGs’ goal is to promote scientifically justified policy and 
decision-making in the fields of Climate Change Adaptation (CCA), Disaster Risk Management 

(DRM) and Overall Sustainable Mountain Development (SMD) throughout the Caucasus with the active 
involvement of academic, civil and private organisations. Main activities are: identification of priority 
issues including needs and challenges; Coordination and Information exchange between member 
organizations; Advocacy to ensure science-based decision making. Moreover, Regional Initiative Group 
(RIG) represented by all the national NIGs, i.e. Co-chairs of NIGs, is focused on tackling the problems at 
the regional level.

National Initiative Group Armenia (NIG Armenia)
On 27 February 2023, the meeting of the National Initiative Group 
of Armenia was held. The second Policy Brief of the NIG Armenia 

“Planning of Climate Change Adaptation Actions at the Local Level” was 
presented at the meeting. The discussion focused on the current legal 
definition of settlement, community, selfgovernance and the possibilities 
of strengthening local capacities.  Amendments to the financial part were 
suggested by the participants, emphasising that the proposed financial 
instrument, the Climate Civil Circulating Investment Fund, should be 
created at the level of the affected village (settlement) and include only 
the residents of that village, as beneficiaries.

National Initiative Group Azerbaijan (NIG Azerbaijan)
The NIG Azerbaijan meeting was held on 24 October 2023. The 
local NGOs, academic and scientific institutions gathered at the 

Institute of Geography of Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences of Baku to 
discuss water resource management and challenges. The stakeholders 
discussed the Draft Policy Brief, prepared by the NIG Azerbaijan members 
and reviewed a number of issues related to improved water resource 
management, disaster risk reduction, use of innovative technologies and 
rainwater consumption. In addition, the participants strongly emphasised 
the need for assessment of the socio-economic potential of the mountain 
regions and support to further development. 

https://sd-caucasus.com/azerbaijan-national-initiative-group-nig-meeting/

https://sd-caucasus.com/azerbaijan-national-initiative-group-nig-meeting/


S T R E N G T H E N I N G  T H E  S C I E N C E - P O L I C Y  I N T E R FA C E 7

National Initiative Group Georgia (NIG Georgia)
In 2023 two meetings of the National Initiative Group of 
Georgia (NIG Georgia) were held. The seventh meeting took 

place on 27 April 2023  via zoom platform. During the meeting, 
Georgia members were briefed about the feedback received on the 
policy brief — “Cultural Heritage of Georgia: An Asset for Sustainable 
Development”. The primary focus of the meeting was choosing of a 
topic for the next Policy Brief and forming a strategy for working on 
the document. After the discussion, NIG members agreed to develop 
Policy Brief on waste management in mountainous areas.

The eighth meeting was held on 25 December 2023 where the draft 
Policy Brief document on the waste management in mountainous 
areas of Georgia was discussed. The group members composed of 
academics, local NGOs and private sector representatives, actively 
engaged in sustainable development of mountainous regions 
discussed the draft Policy Brief, prepared by the Sustainable 
Caucasus Network members. The participants reviewed the work 
carried out since the last meeting and outlined the future plans. 
The NIG Members also put forward various additional proposals for 
collaboration to strengthen advocacy, including identifying a poten-
tial topic for a new Policy Brief.

https://sd-caucasus.com/the-eight-meeting-for-the-national-
initiative-group-nig-of-georgia/

The Caucasus Mountain Forum (CMF) is a key initiative of the Scientific Network for the Caucasus 
Mountain Region, and is held every two years since 2016. The CMF has become an acknowledged 
platform for regional dialogue and cooperation where different stakeholders are able to share 

study results, ideas, and experiences and seek opportunities for further collaboration. It serves as an 
important opportunity for scientists and practitioners to meet and exchange views on opportunities and 
challenges, and thereby seek to enhance subregional dialogue and contribute to the better coordination 
of the sustainable development of the Caucasus region. In 2023, the third Caucasus Mountain Forum 
(CMF3) was  carried out in Kutaisi Akaki Tsereteli State University.

https://sd-caucasus.com/the-eight-meeting-for-the-national-initiative-group-nig-of-georgia/
https://sd-caucasus.com/the-eight-meeting-for-the-national-initiative-group-nig-of-georgia/
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Third
Caucasus

Resolution

Mountain
Forum

Transdisciplinarity for Sustainable 
Tourism Development: Role of  
Caucasus Scientists

4 - 6 July, 2023, Kutaisi, Georgia 

Third
Caucasus

Mountain
Forum

Transdisciplinarity for Sustainable 
Tourism Development: Role of 
Caucasus Scientists

4 - 6 July, 2023, Kutaisi, Georgia 

The Third Caucasus Mountain Forum (CMF3) 
on “Transdisciplinarity for Sustainable 
Tourism Development: Role of Caucasus 

Scientists” was held on 4-6 July 2023. The 
forum was dedicated to discussions on tourism 
development perspectives and challenges in the 
region, identified as one of the critical issues by 
the Caucasus Regional Research Agenda (C-RRA) 
adopted by the second CMF in Ankara. The Forum 
was financially supported by the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation.

This year, the Forum gathered up to 200 

participants from the countries of the Caucasus 
Ecoregion as well as scientists and practitioners 
from more than 20 countries. The CMF3 hosted 
keynote speakers from a variety of professional 
backgrounds sharing their experiences and sus-
tainable development perspectives. The CMF3 
encompassed a set of an opening session, 3 ple-
nary sessions, 18 thematic sessions (physical 
and hybrid), 10 workshops (physical and hybrid), 
a poster session, and a closing session, as well 
as a field session held in the region of Samegre-
lo-Zemo Svaneti. Following the Forum, the 
participants adopted the Resolution

https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/CMF3_RESOLUTION.pdf
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Multiple thematic research sessions and 
workshops were held in parallel, both 
in physical and hybrid modes, along 

with the poster session, during the Forum, 
enabling the participants to present up-to-date 
studies in diverse disciplines and tackle upon 
critical topics while discussing science-practice 
interconnections. The key takeaways from the 
workshops among others were: strengthening 
sustainability education through transdisciplinary 
and experiential learning approaches that are 
adapted to local culture; overcoming barriers 
with respect to data accessibility by developing 
collaborative projects and cooperation on the 
improvement of climate change; encouraging 
the SNC-mt to serve as a hub, facilitating further 
integration and application of transdisciplinary 
approaches in the Caucasus region, need more 
active integration of social sciences into the work 
of SNC-mt. 

In addition to various sessions, CMF hosted a 
number of side events, including the presentation 
of  the current state of the Caucasus  Environ-
mental Outlook, underlying environmental 
and climate change status and trends within 
the Caucasus ecoregion in light of ecological 
and socio-economic aspects. Furthermore, 
Biological Farming Association Elkana introduced 
traditional agricultural products to the forum 
participants at their indigenous food-tasting 
corner, while the Georgian Traditional Handicraft 
Association displayed collections of handicrafts 
from Georgian artisans. Having attracted a large 
audience, both events showcased the significance 
of developing and promoting traditional and 
locally cultivated products.

For information about the CMF and the resolution 
adopted at the Forum, visit - 
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/Caucasus-
Mountain-Forum-2023

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/Caucasus-Mountain-Forum-2023
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/Caucasus-Mountain-Forum-2023
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Knowledge 
Generation
Update and further development of the Caucasus Spatial 
Data Infrastructure (C-SDI)

The GeoNode platform for the Caucasus Region 
(C-SDI), is the visible geoportal for Caucasus 
geospatial datasets developed in the frames of 
the SCAC project. It currently contains 118 layers/
filters available to the public.

In 2023, the C-SDI (Caucasus-Spatial Data 
Infrastructure — C-SDI) continued to be 
populated with geospatial datasets collected 
for the Caucasus Environment Outlook (CEO). 
This technology allows to automatically share 
the datasets into other geospatial platforms 
(e.g. thematic, regional and global) through 
web services. The existing datasets are being 
systematically reviewed and harmonised to 
ensure consistent structure in GeoNode. Besides, 
actions have been taken to link through web 
services certain layers available in the Caucasus 
GeoNode to the UNEP MapX platform (https://
app.mapx.org/?theme=color_light&project=MX-
WLW-9SS-3MJ-2NY-EYF, currently still restricted 
to the public), which has recently become the 
UNEP's World Environment Situation Room's 
geospatial platform.

During the reporting period most efforts have 
been attributed to the creation of the maps for 
CEO. In particular, a consistent layout design for 
all CEO chapters has been agreed with the CEO 
editorial team and many of the illustrative maps 
have been adapted to this template. This process 
of CEO maps finalisation is still underway. Once 

these CEO maps are finalised for CEO, their 
geospatial layers will be uploaded and further 
harmonized in the Caucasus Spatial Data 
Infrastructure.

Capacity building for the development 
of the Caucasus Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (C-SDI)

In 2023 the main event was a joint workshop 
with GEO-Mountains, that took place as a parallel 
session during the CMF3, addressing the in-situ 
data for mountain regions topic. During this 
session, the work done for SDI during the SCAC 
project was explained and promoted, but a 
bridge was also established with the in-situ data 
concept, that is getting more and more attention 
in mountain research, for example 

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/climate/
articles/10.3389/fclim.2022.814181/full

This regional workshop, combining SDI current 
work but also perspectives, allowed to explore 
state-of-the-art in-situ data handling, but also to 
make synergies with the World Meteorological 
Organization’s WIS Information System (WIS). 
This opened the way to a potential use-case in 
Georgia.

https://sustainable-caucasus.unepgrid.ch
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/climate/articles/10.3389/fclim.2022.814181/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/climate/articles/10.3389/fclim.2022.814181/full
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Elaboration of the Second 
Caucasus Environment 
Outlook

T he second CEO has encountered 
some delay in 2022 and needed an 
extension to be completed in 2023. 

At the beginning of 2023, the work was 
centred on finalising internal and external 
reviews of the text provided by the different 
authors. The editorial team made sure to 
include reviewers with relevant background 
from each of the six countries of the 
Caucasus ecoregion to ensure impartiality. 
In doing so, more than 30 reviewers were 
involved in the process with a record of their 

comments. Those were then transferred to 
the authors in order to address the issues 
raised by the reviewing process.

On 4 July 2023, the publication pre-launch 
was organised during the Third Caucasus 
Mountain Forum (CMF3) in Kutaisi, Georgia 
with the presence of the main partners of 
the project: Sustainable Caucasus, UNEP, 
GRID-Geneva, and GRID-Arendal and 
presented to to the forum participants.
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Mountain Day

T he Caucasus Network for Sustainable 
Development of Mountain Regions 
joined the UN/FAO initiative to observe 

the International Mountain Day (IMD) under 
the title "Restoring Mountain Ecosystems" 
with a week-long series of events across the 
region by our Country Representatives. This 
year our undertakings were focused on youth 
development activities as youth education and 
engagement play a key role in environmental 
protection and social and economic 
development. Our public relations efforts were 
directed towards awareness raising on mountain 
ecosystems, sustainable production and 
consumption patterns and strengthening of both 

formal and informal education on climate change 
and viable lifestyles among youth. To achieve 
these goals, in all three countries Sustainable 
Caucasus representatives joined efforts with 
educational institutions and hosted high school 
and university students to enhance their 
understanding and interest towards the climate 
crisis. Weeks preceding to the Mountain Day 
celebration, students were invited to participate 
in the essay, photo and painting competitions, 
whereas winners were announced during the 
main event. Also, educational programmes by 
the environment experts and academics were 
offered.

https://sd-caucasus.com/international-mountain-
day-in-georgia/
https://sd-caucasus.com/international-mountain-
day-in-armenia/
https://sd-caucasus.com/international-mountain-
day-in-azerbaijan/

https://sd-caucasus.com/international-mountain-day-in-georgia/
https://sd-caucasus.com/international-mountain-day-in-georgia/
https://sd-caucasus.com/international-mountain-day-in-armenia/
https://sd-caucasus.com/international-mountain-day-in-armenia/
https://sd-caucasus.com/international-mountain-day-in-azerbaijan/
https://sd-caucasus.com/international-mountain-day-in-azerbaijan/
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Best Practices And 
Policy Advocacy

In 2023, the SCAC team continued to work on 
Policy Briefs jointly with NIGs and RIG as follows:
Armenia: The Policy Brief document — “Planning 

of Climate Change Adaptation Actions at the 
Local Level” has been provided to the ARNAP 
foundation for the awareness raising of sectoral 
actors.

Azerbaijan: The latest Policy Brief developed by 
NIG Azerbaijan, titled “The Water Resources 
Problem”, is devoted to water resource-related 
problems, including transboundary rivers. 
The Policy Brief was distributed to several 
stakeholders. 

Georgia: The Policy Brief — “Cultural Heritage of 
Georgia: An Asset for Sustainable Development” 
was published and shared with all responsible 

ministries and agencies. Also, in December 
2023 NIG Georgia held its eighth meeting during 
which the draft Policy Brief documenton waste 
management in Georgia’s mountainous areas, 
set to be published in 2024, was discussed.

Regional: In June 2023, two Policy Briefs prepared 
by RIG members were published: (1) “Regional 
cooperation enhancement for climate change 
adaptation policy and action harmonisation and 
coordination among South Caucasus countries”; 
and (2) “Encouraging regional cooperation to 
enhance South Caucasus countries’ climate 
change adaptation research initiatives”. 
Both Policy Briefs were shared widely with 
international partners, including UNEP, UN 
Mountain Partnership and MRI for promotion of 
Policy Briefs recommendations globally.

https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Policy_Brief_Cultural_Heritage_eng.pdf
https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Policy_Brief_Cultural_Heritage_eng.pdf
https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/policy_brief_Regional_cooperation_enhancement_for_climate_change_adaptation_policy_and_action_harmonisation_and_coordination_among_South_Caucasus_countries_.pdf
https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/policy_brief_Regional_cooperation_enhancement_for_climate_change_adaptation_policy_and_action_harmonisation_and_coordination_among_South_Caucasus_countries_.pdf
https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/policy_brief_Regional_cooperation_enhancement_for_climate_change_adaptation_policy_and_action_harmonisation_and_coordination_among_South_Caucasus_countries_.pdf
https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/policy_brief_Regional_cooperation_enhancement_for_climate_change_adaptation_policy_and_action_harmonisation_and_coordination_among_South_Caucasus_countries_.pdf
https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Encouraging_regional_cooperation_to_enhance_South_Caucasus_countries_climate_change_adaptation_scientific_research_initiatives_.pdf
https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Encouraging_regional_cooperation_to_enhance_South_Caucasus_countries_climate_change_adaptation_scientific_research_initiatives_.pdf
https://sd-caucasus.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Encouraging_regional_cooperation_to_enhance_South_Caucasus_countries_climate_change_adaptation_scientific_research_initiatives_.pdf
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Higher Education 
Promotion
Distance-learning module for hazard mapping

In 2023 to continue deployment of the Distance 
Learning Module (DLM) and its embedding 
into the set of other teaching-learning tools, 
Sustainable Caucasus together with its partners 
– University of Geneva and Ilia State University 
– continued promotion of the tool. Ilia State 
University created online knowledge platform 
— the Regional Knowledge Hub (https://drm-
hehub.iliauni.edu.ge) — which hosts all materials 
created with in the SCAC teaching-learning 
component but also methodologies for natural 
hazards assessment created with UNDP sister 
project.

Under the title “Launch workshop for the SCAC 
regional knowledge hub”, the two-day regional 
workshop was held on 5-6 June 2023 at Ilia 
State University (Tbilisi, Georgia). The goal of 
the workshop was to present the materials 
created under the Distance Learning Module 
(DLM), the Teacher Coaching Programme, and 
other valuable materials integrated into the 
Regional Knowledge Hub for the enhancement 
of Disaster Risk Management (DRM) and hazard 
mapping teaching-learning in higher education 
institutions throughout South Caucasus and 
finding out willingness on new universities to use 
abovementioned materials. 

The event gathered experts who have largely 
contributed to the preperation of the DLM 
materials and participants of the Teacher 
Coaching Programme who have already 
incorporated the toolbox and DLM resources in 
their teaching process as well as predominantly 
the broader group of academics representing 
universities from the South Caucasus Region — 
lecturers and professors interested in teaching 
Disaster Risk Management (DRM) and hazard 

mapping topics for further improvement of the 
available courses or developing the new modules. 

16 lecturers and professors from 14 higher 
education institutions throughout the South 
Caucasus shared their achievements and 
experiences using available materials or 
acquire up-to-date knowledge and develop new 
partnerships while introduced to the toolbox and 
the guidelines for using the respective Knowledge 
Hub. As a result of the workshop, 4 universities 
expressed their willingness to incorporate DLM 
and tool-box materials in their courses.

https://drm-hehub.iliauni.edu.ge/?fbclid=IwAR0Y
AlG5ONSmlP5rjQXCeyiaMYFEOG4vUzGHKJLoOaGT
jC1_ayMUz-UQ77c

https://drm-hehub.iliauni.edu.ge
https://drm-hehub.iliauni.edu.ge
https://drm-hehub.iliauni.edu.ge/?fbclid=IwAR0YAlG5ONSmlP5rjQXCeyiaMYFEOG4vUzGHKJLoOaGTjC1_ayMUz-UQ77c
https://drm-hehub.iliauni.edu.ge/?fbclid=IwAR0YAlG5ONSmlP5rjQXCeyiaMYFEOG4vUzGHKJLoOaGTjC1_ayMUz-UQ77c
https://drm-hehub.iliauni.edu.ge/?fbclid=IwAR0YAlG5ONSmlP5rjQXCeyiaMYFEOG4vUzGHKJLoOaGTjC1_ayMUz-UQ77c
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Organisation 
of field-based 
Caucasus Summer 
School (CSS 2023)

T he Third Caucasus Summer School (CSS3) took place on 21-27 
August 2023 in Ozurgeti Tech Park in Guria, Georgia and was 
attended by 21 young researchers, Master and PhD students 

from 7 countries around the world, including Great Britain, Turkey, 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Russian Federation, Iran and Georgia. The 
programme of the third Caucasus Summer School was divided into 
two sections: DRM and Tourism Development and the read by the 
international team of lecturers.

The Summer School combined 7-day indoor and outdoor practical 
activities organised in a unified strategy and corresponding to 
the tasks of analysing hazardous processes in the mountains and 
their effect on tourism development. The Third Caucasus Summer 
School aimed to provide young researchers with knowledge about 
identifying and assessing the risks of mountain disasters and their 
causes; provide them with basic skills in disaster risk mapping; 
introduce the principles of disaster risk management (DRM); and 
integrate this knowledge into the expertise and requirements of 
safe mountain tourism in cooperation with the local population.

Overall, school activities consisted of lectures, field trips and 
master classes, independent fieldwork, desktop processing of 
measurements, aerospace monitoring data processing, mapping 
of the study territory, presentation of results of individual research 
projects, as well as a tournament on geographical orientation. 
The lecture days featured presentations from leading experts 
in the fields of hazardous processes, mapping and monitoring, 
tourism, infrastructure planning, tourism activity organisation, risk 
assessment, and insurance. At the end of each day, an online test 
was arranged to assess the participants' intermediate knowledge 
after the lectures.

O R G A N I S AT I O N  O F  F I E L D - B A S E D  C A U C A S U S  S U M M E R  S C H O O L  ( C S S  2 0 2 3 )
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The test results were used in the team scoring of 
the participants.

Field trips and master classes involved visits 
to various research sites and territories. The 
participants worked in a river valley where 
they observed landslides, hazardous channel 
processes and erosion. Tourism-related field 
trips focused on mountain and beach tourism, 
assessing the infrastructure capacity and 
ecological pressure on the area. With one and 
half days of theoretical lessons and two days of 
practical fieldwork, two main cases were practised 
— demand-driven tourism planning and chaotic 
development of tourism in the mountains and on 
the sea coast — with consideration of two types 
of tourists and products, with different types of 
accessibility and different type of national and 
international awareness of the destination. The 
results of the field trips were also included in the 
student’s final projects.

After finishing the CSS3, the participants 
underlined networking opportunities, meeting 
new people and deepening their experience in 
the field as the key motivators for attending the 
summer school. 

For more information visit - https://www.
caucasus-mt.net/Summer-School-2023

Study of international and local 
teaching-learning practices and 
establishment of DRM & hazard 
mapping module in Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia

In 2023, the SCAC team updated the “Analysis 
of International Practices in Disaster Risk 
Management Higher Education” with new DRM-
related programmes that emerged over the 
implementation period of SCAC since the drafting 
of the analysis. The intervention was finalised at 
the end of 2023.

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/Summer-School-2023 
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/Summer-School-2023 
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Networking And 
Membership
SNC-mt Online Platform Maintenance and Further 
Development

T he SNC-mt Online Platform has been continuously maintained and supported by the IIiaUni team 
during the reporting period. 

The IIiaUni team is also responsible for the ongoing update and enrichment of the “Resources” part of 
the SNC-mt Online Platform (https://www.caucasus-mt.net/resources/). Since January 2023, the number 
of authors registered on the Platform increased and now counts up to 490 self-registered users, in total 
— 2457. Currently, the number of organisations registered is 753, projects 235, policies and laws 143, 
academic programs 145. The number of publications currently is 5680.
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Promotion of the SNC-mt Online 
Platform

T he Online Platform of the SNC mountain 
network is constantly updated, and the 
data on the Platform is growing every 

month. Active use of social media (Facebook and 
LinkedIn) supports increasing the SNC-mt profile 
itself and its Platform. The statistics show (by 
December 2023) that Georgian users are still the 
most frequent visitors of the web-page, followed 
by the users from the US. However, this is 
potentially preconditioned by location of servers 
and proxy-servers.

Support a workshop/session 

Several  thematic research sessions and 
workshops were held during the Third Mountain 
Forum. Among them were: Education for 
Sustainable Development: Tools and Stories of 
Mindset Transformation; Hazards Modeling and 
Mapping Practices in Georgia; GEO Mountains 
Workshop: Interdisciplinary Monitoring, Data  and 
Capacity Sharing across the Caucasus; Protected 
Areas and Sustainable Mountain Development: 
What do we perceive when we observe a 
protected area?; Promotion and application of 
humanitarian and social disciplines with the 
Caucasus networks of scientists and practitioners; 
Role of SNC-mt in understanding the context for 
and application of transdisciplinary approaches 
in the Caucasus region; Advancing Local Climate 
Action in the South Caucasus through Small 
Grants and Near to real-time monitoring of forest 
stands to combat illegal logging in the Ukrainian 
Carpathians.

The workshop titled “Mountains ADAPT: 
Advancing Local Climate Action in the South 
Caucasus through Small Grants” provided an 
opportunity to present the new project to the 
stakeholders and to exchange on small grants 
funding schemes (SGFS) while the GEO Mountains 
Workshop “Interdisciplinary Monitoring, Data, 
and Capacity Sharing Across the Caucasus” 
aimed to provide a platform to bring together 
data providers and data users from a range 
of disciplines working across the Caucasus. 
Additionally, The Scientific peer-review journal 
Mountain Research and Development (MRD) 
organized the event to promote Caucasus Focus 
Issue to be issued in 2024.

In November 2023 three separate online 
consultations were held for the representatives 
of the different government agencies/ministries 
of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia together 
with the diverse group of organisations 
and institutions, including civil society and 
associations representing local municipalities. 
The online meetings were organised in the 
framework of the “Mountains ADAPT - Advancing 
Climate Action” Project carried out by the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) with 
Caucasus Network for Sustainable Development 
of Mountain Regions (Sustainable Caucasus). The 
Organisers introduced the Mountains ADAPT 
Project and collected input from the participants. 
Building upon the tested solutions identified in 
the Mountains ADAPT booklet, the Mountains 
ADAPT project aims to drive local-level action for 
climate change adaptation in mountainous areas 
through a small grants funding scheme for the 
South Caucasus and East African Community 
partner states and strengthen the community 
capacities through pilot interventions.
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Strengthening 
Institutional Capacity 
through strategic 
partnership and 
promotion

Membership in the Mountain 
Partnership

C aucasus Network for Sustainable 
Development of Mountain Regions 
(Sustainable Caucasus) and the Scientific 

Network for the Caucasus Mountain Region 
(SNC-mt) joined the field of membership of 
the Mountain Partnership, United Nations 
voluntary alliance of partners. Sustainable 
Caucasus shares the objectives of the Mountain 
Partnership, which addresses the challenges 
facing mountain regions by tapping the 
wealth and diversity of resources, knowledge, 
information, and expertise, from and between 
its members, to stimulate concrete initiatives at 
all levels that will ensure improved, quality of 
life and environments in the world’s mountain 
regions. Sustainable Caucasus and SNC-mt will 
act as the liaison between the countries of the 
Caucasus region and the Mountain Partnership 
alliance members with the ability to mobilise 
and link up much-needed mountain research 
competencies and capacities Caucasus-wide. 
We believe that the Caucasus region has the 
potential to play a significant role in addressing 
the most urgent global needs relating to 
sustainable mountain development.

S T R E N G T H E N I N G  I N S T I T U T I O N A L  C A PA C I T Y  T H R O U G H  S T R AT E G I C  PA R T N E R S H I P  A N D  P R O M O T I O N
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2-day training in Kutaisi on 
“Sustainable Energy and Climate 
Action Plans” 

was held for the representatives of the new 
Georgian Covenant of Mayors (CoM) signatories 
(Aspindza, Dmanisi, Tbilisi, Martvili, Oni, Tsageri, 
Senaki and Shuakhevi) on 26-27 July 2023. The 
aim of training was to assist the new CoM signs 
to develop the Sustainable Energy and Climate 
Action Plans (SECAPs).

Sustainable Caucasus, as a supporter of 
Covenant of Mayors, provided sessions on 
adaptation measures for sustainable energy and 
climate action plans. The training was led by Nina 
Shatberashvili, Executive Director of Sustainable 
Caucasus.One of the important tasks of the 
project was the agreement of mayors on capacity 
building of signatories and other stakeholders 
in energy and climate plocy issues. The training 
sessions climate policy issues accordingly, these 
training sessions aimed to strengthen skills of 
interested parties. The project was implemented 
within the framework of the EU funded project: 
“CoM East - Phase III”

The 7th Forum Carpaticum: 
”Carpathian Future – Critical 
Transitions”

The Caucasus Network for Sustainable 
Development of Mountain Regions (Sustainable 
Caucasus) has joined the 7th Forum Carpaticum 
“Carpathian Futures – Critical Transitions”, 
officially launched on 26 September 2023 in 
Krakow, Poland. The event aimed to encourage 
cooperation and synergy among stakeholders 
including scientific networks and associations, 
towards identifying challenges and solutions 
facing development in mountain regions. Climate 
change, biodiversity loss, pollution, natural 
hazards, human and wildlife is the incomplete list 
of the global issues discussed during the Forum. 
The visit to Poland  incorporated a number of 
coordination meetings with the government, 
public and private sector representatives 
where the Executive Director of Sustainable 
Caucasus, Nina Shatberashvili discussed the 
human footprint of climate change and unhappy 
outcomes of natural disaster in Shovi Resort.

S T R E N G T H E N I N G  I N S T I T U T I O N A L  C A PA C I T Y  T H R O U G H  S T R AT E G I C  PA R T N E R S H I P  A N D  P R O M O T I O N
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Mountain Innovation Fair 2023

S ustainable Caucasus participated in Mountain Innovation Fair 2023, hosted by the UNEP and the 
United Nations University through the UNU-EHS Global Mountain Safeguard Research (GLOMOS) 
programme, with funding from the Austrian Development Cooperation (ADC), in Bolzano, Italy, to 

promote innovations for sustainable development of Mountain regions. The event targeted to encourage 
out-of-box thinking, novel approaches and provide wider access to innovations. During the event, Nina 
Shatberashvili, head of the SC Network, underscored the contribution of Sustainable Caucasus to 
promotion of innovative approaches through establishing various teaching-learning platforms, open-
source GeoNode, development of trading platforms to facilitate access to global market for the mountain 
residents and other digital solutions applied by the Network. 
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Publications
The online SNC-mt platform is constantly updated with scientific publications, articles, chapters, and 
books relevant to the Caucasus region. Check it out!

April 2022   

May 2022   

June 2022   

July 2022   

August 2022   

September 2022   

October 2022   

November 2022   

December 2022   

January 2023   

February 2023   

March 2023   

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-april.html-1
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-april.html

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-may.html-2
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-may.html-1

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-june.html-2
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-june.html-1

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-july.html-1
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/sustainable-caucasus-newslette.html

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-august.html-3
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-august.html-2

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-september.html-3
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-september.html-2

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-october.html-3
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-october.html-2

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-november.html-3
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-november.html-2

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-december.html-2
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-december.html-1

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-january.html-1
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-january.html

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-february.html-3
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-february.html-2

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/news-publications-march.html
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-march.html-1

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-april.html-1
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-april.html
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-may.html-2
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-may.html-1
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April  2023   

May 2023   

June 2023   

July 2023

October 2023   

November 2023   

December 2023   

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-april.html-2
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-april.html-3

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-may.html-3

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-june.html-3

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-july.html-2

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-october.html-4

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-november.html-4
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-novembe.html

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/new-publications-december.html-3
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/december.html
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The Caucasus Mountain Forum (CMF) is one of SNC-mt's flagship initiatives. The concrete and timely 
regional context of the Caucasus provides a major motivation for organizing biannual regional forums 
for different stakeholders working on the Caucasus mountain region. The forums serve as an important 
opportunity for scientists and academics, governmental experts, and practitioners to meet, exchange 
views on opportunities and challenges, and thereby seek to enhance (sub)-regional dialogue and 
contribute to the better coordination of sustainable development in the Caucasus region.

Sustainable mountain development (SMD) is understood to: relate to a wide spectrum of sectoral topics; 
require the mobilization and linking of diverse scientific disciplines; concern actors from the public, 
private, and non-governmental spheres; have implications for intergenerational equity and justice; and 
crucially benefit from the involvement of practitioners and decision makers from local to global levels.

The objectives of the Caucasus Mountain Forums are:

•	 to share the latest scientific findings on SMD in the Caucasus
•	 to link research, policy-making and practice in the field of SMD;
•	 to showcase scientifically informed, practical actions leading towards sustainability in the 

Caucasus mountain region;
•	 to provide a forum for promoting a joint regional mountain agenda;
•	 to increase the visibility of the Caucasus region

The forum is held once every two years - the next forum will be held in 2025

Caucasus Summer School
•	 The organization of a Mountain Summer School is one of the main activities carried out under 

the project Supporting Sustainable Mountain Development in the Caucasus (Sustainable 
Caucasus). The project aims to support the scientific institutions that have created the SNC-
mt in their efforts to contribute to the structural development and modernization of research 
and teaching

•	 In addition to its focus on case-study oriented inter- and transdisciplinary competences, the 
Summer School will serve to regionally network early career researchers, including through 
the establishment of a SNC-mt supported Summer School alumni network.

The summer school is held once in two years - the next summer school will be held in 2025

Caucasus Mountain Forum

Upcoming Key Events
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Our Partners

Contact us:

Sustainable Caucasus
 Address: Vere 2d Lane, Building 5, Tbilisi, Georgia 
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