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Welcome to the second issue of the Sustainable Caucasus Newsletter. 

We are extremely saddened by the devastating situation that COVID-19 has caused for people 
and nations around the world. These are challenging times for everyone. Sustainable Caucasus 
and our partners continue working tirelessly to prepare for changes and for operations to resume 
as the situation allows. The current situation may temporally hinder normal routines, but will not 
daunt our spirit nor our dedication to doing good work.

I am honored to be part of the Sustainable Caucasus journey to create networks that facilitate 
communication, research, and innovation to move us together toward equitable, inclusive, and 
sustainable networks of communities. 

I would like to express my heartful thanks to the hard-working staff of Caucasus Network for 
Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions (Sustainable Caucasus), our partners and 
sister organisations, and our donors who continue to demonstrate great commitment to moving 
forward our ongoing operations across the Caucasus, all the while finding innovative solutions 
to the new challenges we face and to reinforcing our organisation’s activities.

In this edition, we bring to your attention the latest news, key facts, and developments of the 
Sustainable Caucasus programme. We hope you enjoy the newsletter and that the information 
provided in this bulletin will be interesting and useful for you.
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BACKGROUND

The Caucasus Network for Sustainable 
Development of Mountain Regions 
(Sustainable Caucasus) seeks to promote 
sustainable mountain development by 
supporting regional cooperation, bringing 
together key stakeholders, and implementing 
innovative solutions on the ground. To 
achieve its objectives, Sustainable Caucasus 
looks to utilise a variety of activities targeted 
at sustainable development in the Caucasus 
mountain region including capacity building, 
transforming and disseminating knowledge; 
developing, analysing, and monitoring relevant 
policies; supporting training and education; 
raising awareness; enhancing stakeholder 
co-operation and sharing experiences; 
introducing and promoting best practices, and 
implementing other actions as appropriate. 

Sustainable Caucasus is the coordination unit 
of the Scientific Network for the Caucasus 
Mountain Region (SNC-mt). Since its 
foundation, Sustainable Caucasus has 
defined the following key priorities in its work 
to enhance co-operation and partnership for 
sustainable development of the Caucasus 
region. This newsletter is organized around 
these key priorities below: 

■ Strengthening the science-policy
 interface
■ Knowledge generation
■ Research for development
■ Best practices and policy advocacy
■ Higher education
■ Rural development

Copyright George Gotsiridze

http://sd-caucasus.com/
http://sd-caucasus.com/
http://sd-caucasus.com/
http://www.caucasus-mt.net/
http://www.caucasus-mt.net/
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STRENGTHENING THE
SCIENCE-POLICY INTERFACE

NATIONAL INITIATIVE GROUPS
(GEORGIA, ARMENIA, AZERBAIJAN)

GEORGIA The second and third meetings 
of the National Initiative Group of Georgia 
(NIG Georgia) took place in 2020, the primary 
purpose of which was to agree on cooperation 
mechanisms and joint systemic actions to 
strengthen collaboration between academics 
and practitioners to eliminate existing problems 
for sustainable development of mountain 
regions, including effective management 
of natural disasters and climate change 
adaptation. Representatives of the scientific, 
non-governmental, as well as private sectors, 
attended the meetings.

After the establishment of the NIGs, the main 
work and activities carried out in advocacy and 
cooperation were presented at at the second 
meeting, including by the NIGs of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. Members attending the meeting 
held discussions on the advocacy mechanisms 
described in the approved Roadmap and 

the possibilities of their practical application 
such as preparation of joint statements and 
policy briefs on various priority topics. As an 
example, two initiatives were developed and 
introduced by Sustainable Caucasus to the 
NIG Georgia members: (1) the Policy Brief: 
Limitations of the Institutional Framework 
for the Multi-hazard Risk Assessment and 
Mapping System in Georgia and (2) the joint 
letter on proposed changes to Georgia’s 
Updated Nationally Determined Contribution 
(NDC) document. Furthermore, attendants 
discussed cooperation and advocacy 

mechanisms with governmental bodies, 
in particular, the Environmental Protection 
and Natural Resources Committee of the 
Parliament of Georgia.

See More

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/second-national-initiative-gro.html
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On 25 December 2020, the third online meeting 
of NIG Georgia took place. The main topics 
for the discussion were the feedback received 
on the proposed changes to Georgia’s 
Updated Nationally Determined Contribution 
(NDC) document from the Environment 
and Climate Change Department of the 
Ministry of Environmental Protection and 
Agriculture of Georgia as well as concerning 
the Policy Brief: Limitations of the Institutional 
Framework for the Multi-hazard Risk 
Assessment and Mapping System in Georgia 
from governmental agencies, particularly the 
National Environmental Agency (NEA) and 
different universities. NIG members once more 
identified possible next steps and approaches 
of advocacy of the position reflected in the 
first Policy Brief, such as conducting separate 
meetings with public universities, the Ministry 
of Environmental Protection and Agriculture, 
and much more.

Furthermore, Nino Chkhobadze (Greens 
Movement Georgia/Friends of Earth), NIG 
Georgia member, initiated the new Policy 
Brief’s idea covering the challenges related 

to grazeland and rangeland management 
in Georgia. The presentation highlighted 
some of the major problems associated with 
pastures from the environmental, legislative, 
management, and other perspectives, 
proposed recommendations and urgent steps 
towards better management and utilization 
of these lands, and overall the importance, 
need, and urgency of developing joint policy 
briefs concerning these issues. The meeting 
attendees decided to continue advocating for 
the improvement of Disaster Risk Management 

(DRM) in Georgia and issuing the new policy 
brief jointly.

See More

The main emphasis of the Policy Brief: Limitations of the Institutional Framework for the 
Multi-hazard Risk Assessment and Mapping System in Georgia is on existing global and 
local challenges and the technocratic accuracy of adapting to these challenges. Most of 
the government institution feedback on the policy brief is a confirmation from their side that 
they unconditionally fulfill imposed obligations. Based on this, advocacy topics and forms 
were specified, as well as professional opportunities to use platforms of various current 
and planned initiatives in the country — George Gortsiridze, co-chairman of NIG Georgia.

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/third-national-initiative-grou.html
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ARMENIA The National Initiative Group of 
Armenia held a second meeting in September 
2020 attended by the representatives of 
academia, non-governmental and private 
organizations, namely Crisis Management 
State Academy of the Ministry of Emergency 

Situations, GeoRisk Scientific Research 
Company, Armenian State Pedagogical 
University, United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), Institute of Botany, 
and Institute of Geological Science, National 
Academy of Science (NAS).

Group members discussed steps suggested 
in the draft activity plan document that offered 
on-the-ground research on climate-change 
impact mitigation. The works assume to carry 
out research on the directions of ecosystem 
services and DRM. The approach of ecosystem 

services and DRM have great importance for 
sustainable development of the communities 
and their adaptation to climate change.

See More

“The Ecosystem Approach is directly related to socio-economic development—it is not an 
accident that this approach is connected with the Sustainable Development Goals. From the 
point of view of community management, one of the most serious issues is the integration of 
ecosystem services and disaster risk reduction. Climate-related phenomena that can lead 
to disasters are fully in line with the harmonized approach” — Ashot Sargsyan (National 
Platform of Disaster Risk Reduction of Armenia) ARNAP/UNDP, DRM Community Funds 
Project Coordinator).

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/second-national-initiative-gro.html-2
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AZERBAIJAN The National Initiative 
Group of Azerbaijan held a second meeting in 
August 2020 on the development and planning 
of regional dialogue and cooperation, bringing 
together scientists and practitioners.
Members of the group discussed two policy 
brief papers. The first policy brief, Assessment 
of natural risks for the calculation of insurance 
interest rates in Azerbaijan, draws attention to 
the absence of a natural risk pooling system 

in Azerbaijan. It was recommended that the 
government support the development of 
such a system involving national insurance 
companies. The second policy brief presented 
was Danger of the Loss of the Chestnut Tree 
in the Caucasus mountains. The chestnut tree 
has been tied to interest to the participants as 
the tree has symbolic meaning for the ethnic 
identity in Azerbajan. Since ancient times, 
the local population cooked chestnuts into 
various traditional dishes and the timber of the 
chestnut tree has been used in furniture. But 
the chestnut tree is very vulnerable to changing 

environments and could be considered an 
indicator of the adverse effects of climate 
change. It was recommended to consider 
chestnut tree diseases at the regional level.

In the last decade, an unknown chestnut tree 
disease has been discovered in the Caucasus 
mountains. The crown of the affected tree 
dries out within two years. The disease has 
progressed over several years from west to 

east. According to available information, the 
chestnut forests of Turkey were the first to 
suffer from this disease. The disease has now 
reached Azerbaijan through Georgia. The 
vast majority of chestnut trees in the region 
have been destroyed by this disease. 

At the meeting, an appeal was adopted on 
the need to make an inventory of the chestnut 
trees and initiate the cloning of disease-
resistant local varieties of chestnut.

See More

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/second-national-initiative-gro.html-1
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MAPS AND LAYERS AS PART OF THE CAUCASUS REGIONAL 
RESEARCH AGENDA

about GeoNode have been developed and 
adapted with Caucasus examples.
The Caucasus Spatial Data Infrastructure 
(C-SDI) GeoNode was established to increase 
access to open source spatial data covering 
the Caucasus region. The number of layers 

and maps available under the GeoNode has 
been steadily increasing with help from the 
Caucasus Spatial Data Infrastructure team, 
which will continue to develop the platform 
further with support from the partner GRID-
Geneva.

See More

Maps and layers illustrated in the Caucasus 
Regional Research Agenda (C-RRA) are 
available online on the Caucasus Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (C-SDI) GeoNode Platform.
The GeoNode has been developed in the 
framework of the “Supporting Sustainable 

Mountain Development in the Caucasus” 
(Sustainable Caucasus) project, funded 
by the Swiss National Science Foundation 
and the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC) under the SCOPES 
programme, coordinated by the University 
of Geneva. The GeoNode aims at publishing 
and sharing relevant geographic data for the 
project. Some capacity-building materials 

KNOWLEDGE GENERATION

Copyright George Gotsiridze

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/SDI
https://unepgrid.ch/en/about-us/partners
https://unepgrid.ch/en/about-us/partners
https://sustainable-caucasus.unepgrid.ch/
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its willingness and readiness to actively 
cooperate with Sustainable Caucasus in 
order to improve the effectiveness of natural 
disaster management throughout the country. 
Thus, we believe that the implementation of 
the actions requested by the governmental 
structures, as discussed in the document, is a 
precondition for enhancing the management 
process of natural hazards and associated 
further risks in Georgia. 

See More

Each year, on 13 October, the world 
celebrates the International Day for Disaster 
Risk Reduction. 2020’s International Day 
for Disaster Risk Reduction was all about 
governance. You can measure the success 
of disaster risk governance in lives saved, 
decreased numbers of disaster-affected 
people, and reduced economic losses. 
The COVID-19 pandemic and the climate 
emergency are both telling us that we 
need a clear vision, plans, and competent, 
empowered institutions acting on scientific 
evidence for the public good.

NIG Georgia, under the initiative of Sustainable 
Caucasus, developed a policy brief entitled 
Limitations in Natural Hazards Assessment 
and Mapping System in Georgia. It was 
symbolic that Sustainable Caucasus officially 
shared this brief with the relevant ministries 
including the Ministry of Environmental 
Protection and Agriculture and National 
Environmental Agency (NEA), Environmental 
Protection and Natural Resources 
Committee of Parliament of Georgia, political 
parties, insurance companies, the UNDP 
representative in Georgia and different 
universities to gain support for improving 
assessment and mapping. As a result, the 
major addressee of the policy brief, the 
National Environmental Agency, expressed 

POLICY BRIEF - LIMITATIONS OF THE INSTITUTIONAL 
FRAMEWORK FOR THE MULTI-HAZARD RISK ASSESSMENT 
AND  MAPPING SYSTEM IN GEORGIA.

RESEARCH FOR DEVELOPMENT 

http://sd-caucasus.com/assets/uploads/documents/Policy-Brief_NIG-Georgia_FINAL.pdf
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PROPOSED CHANGES FOR GEORGIAN NATIONALLY 
DETERMINED CONTRIBUTION (NDC)
Georgia needs international support for the 
development and transfer of technologies to 
increase its adaptive capacity. In this regard, 
technologies for the protection of coastal 
infrastructure; sustainable water management; 
sustainable agricultural technologies; and 
technologies for sustainable forest management 
are given priority.

The implementation of adaptation actions for 
the period 2021–2030 requires the continuous 
development and strengthening of Georgia’s 
capacities, in particular: (a) national capacity to 
develop adaptation strategies; (b) policymakers’ 
capacity for climate change adaptation 
planning; (c) capacity of communities to reduce 
their vulnerability to adverse impacts of future 
climate hazards; (d) capacity of national health 
system institutions to respond to and manage 
long-term climate change-sensitive health 
risks. 

National Initiative Group members of Georgia 
reviewed the renewed Georgian Nationally 
Determined Contribution (NDC) document 
and, with the active involvement of group 
members, has been developing a package of 
changes (in English and Georgian) proposed 
for review to the Ministry of Environment and 
Agriculture of Georgia, Department of Climate 
Change. The changes in the formulation and 
general wording (Georgian as well as English 
versions) were offered in paragraphs 41, 61, 
62, 64, 65, and 67. Suggestions were either 
fully or partially reflected (or denied) in the 
updated document and the reasons declared. 
The document was signed by the majority of 
NIG Georgia members.

Document with proposed changes

See Here

BEST PRACTICES AND POLICY
ADVOCACY

https://www.mediafire.com/file/7x27hjevf2lgdej/Proposed-changes-NDC.pdf/file
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ACADEMIA JOINED HANDS WITH THE
GOVERNMENT TO FIGHT CLIMATE DISASTERS
On 10 November 2020, World Science Day, 
academia joined hands with the Government 
to fight climate-induced disasters. National 
Environment Agency (NEA) and Ilia State 
University (IIiaUni) signed a memorandum of 
understanding to stress the critical importance 
of education and science in addressing global 
challenges like climate change and pandemics 
with the support of the Swiss Agency for 

Development and Cooperation (SDC), United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
and the Scientific Network for the Caucasus 
Mountain Region (SNC-mt) and its secretariat, 
Sustainable Caucasus, within the framework 
of the project Strengthening the Climate 
Adaptation Capacities in Georgia (SCAC).
Ilia State University, which has been actively 
involved in the establishment of the SNC-mt 
since 2013, has a long history of cooperation 

Caucasus Network for Sustainable Develop-
ment of Mountain Regions (Sustainable Cau-
casus) launched the Sustainable Caucasus 
Internship Program 2020–2021, to seek high-
ly-motivated students and recent graduates 
interested in the sustainable development of 
the Caucasus mountain region and to offer 
successful applicants fulfilling work and op-
portunities.

Interns have been selected for the following 
positions: Anano Berishvili (Georgian Institute 
of Public Affairs), Public Relations and Com-
munication Intern; Megi Shubalidze (Georgian 

Institute of Public Affairs), Executive Assistant 
intern and Nana Deisadze (Tbilisi State Uni-
versity) also Executive Assistant intern.

We hope they will gain hands-on experience 
and be engaged in very meaningful and chal-
lenging work implementing the sustainable 
development of mountain regions in the Cau-
casus and learning alongside Sustainable 
Caucasus’s diverse staff in a vibrant, multicul-
tural, and inclusive environment.

See More

INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

HIGHER EDUCATION
PROMOTION

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=870689897030603&id=221342668631999
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One of the expected outputs of the current 
project Strengthening Climate Adaptation 
Capacities in the South Caucasus: Enhancing 
Regional Cooperative Action for the Benefit 
of the Caucasus Mountain Region (SCAC) is 
to increase learning and teaching capacities 
in higher education institutions (HEIs) in the 
domain of disaster risk management (DRM) 
in Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia. For this 
reason, a necessary preliminary step was 
to learn lessons from experiences in other 
countries: In terms of the above-mentioned 
project, Sustainable Caucasus provided a 
comparative analysis of international practices, 
i.e. a higher education initiative focused on 
DRM and/or CCA.

The first edition of “The Analysis of International 
Practices in Disaster Risk Management Higher 
Education” shows the critical role of HEIs in 
advancing DRM knowledge and practice and 
in generating a well-educated and risk-aware 
population. This is a necessary and urgent 
prerequisite not only for improving DRM/CCA 
higher education but also for building a resilient 
society in the South Caucasus and beyond.
There is an increasing awareness that disaster-
risk-related higher education is essential for 
promoting a culture of prevention and that 
it is directly applicable to a wide range of 

disciplines and sectors (including agriculture, 
business studies, education, environmental 
management, engineering, public health, 
urban planning, public administrationn, and 
governance). Specifically, HEIs play a crucial 
role in advancing skilled human capacity in 
the disaster risk domain but also in supporting 
disaster risk research and policy at all levels.

The analysis shows the critical role of HEIs in 
advancing DRR knowledge and practice and 
in generating a well-educated and risk-aware 
population. These aspects are a necessary 
and urgent prerequisite for building a resilient 
society in the South Caucasus and beyond.

See More

THE ANALYSIS OF INTERNATIONAL PRACTICES IN DISASTER 
RISK MANAGEMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

with the Network and its secretariat, Sustainable 
Caucasus. The SNC-mt and its secretariat 
were actively involved in the facilitation 
of the aforementioned MoU. Sustainable 
Caucasus will continue its support to develop 
the involvement of universities and scientific 
institutions in adapting to climate change in 
the future; to strengthen cooperation with 

decisionmakers and to promote this model 
to other higher education institutions in both 
Georgia and the entire Caucasus region with 
the financial support of the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC).

See More

https://sd-caucasus.com/assets/uploads/documents/ANALYSIS_OF_INTERNATIONAL_PRACTICES_IN_DISASTER_F.pdf
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/laravel-filemanager/files/2020-11-10%20Press%20Release.pdf
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Sustainable Caucasus country representatives 
and experts in Armenia and working group 
members of the Crisis Management State 
Academy (CMSA) of Armenia held a meeting to 
discuss natural hazard mapping and learning in 
Armenia, as well as the progress and challenges 
linked with the development of the Distance 
Learning Module (DLM) on hazard assessment 
and disaster risk management in the Southern 
Caucasus elaborated by the University of 
Geneva in the master’s degree programme 
of the CMSA. The rector of the CMSA, Major 
General Hamlet Matevosyan, presented the 
Academy’s distance-learning capabilities on 
a learning platform designed to implement 
different DLMs. The participants discussed the 
issues related to the modification of the DLM 

In April 2020, national experts, the University 
of Geneva (UNIGE) team, Sustainable 
Caucasus members, and representatives 
from Ilia State University of Georgia gathered 
to evaluate the progress and further planning 
of the following interventions and in particular 
the study of international and local teaching/
learning practices and establishment of the 
DRM and hazard-mapping module in Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia. They undertook an 
in-depth assessment of (a) the national higher 
education offer in DRM and hazard mapping 
in South Caucasus countries and (b) the 

by adding the session related to earthquakes, 
which is very topical for Armenians, after which 
the DLM programme will be fully prepared for 
deployment in Armenia.

See More

distance-learning module for hazard mapping. 
In-depth assessment of national higher 
education offer in DRM and hazard mapping 
in South Caucasus countries 
The inception phase assessment of DRM 
and hazard-mapping education at selected 
South Caucasus higher education institutions 
has served to identify a significant number of 
relevant courses and teaching approaches, 
as well as indications of the institutional 
environment, lecturer and administrative staff 
availability and competences and budgetary 
conditions.

PREREQUISITE FOR SUSTAINABLE COOPERATION WITH THE 
CRISIS MANAGEMENT STATE ACADEMY OF ARMENIA

REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON TEACHING-LEARNING PRACTICE 
IMPROVEMENT 

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/meeting-at-the-crisis-managem.html
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Participants of the meeting reviewed the 
assessment report of teaching and learning 
practices in DRM and hazard mapping 
courses, identified gaps and priorities for 
improving the existing courses and for creating 
new courses, and discussed the shortlist of 
courses to be included in the possible higher 
education in DRM at the regional level in the 
South Caucasus.

DISTANCE-LEARNING MODULE
FOR HAZARD MAPPING 
A growing number of educational offers are in 
the form of distance learning. The advantages 
of distance learning include accessibility from 
anywhere in the world, affordability, self-
paced learning, flexible scheduling, diversity 
of high-quality programmes and value-added 
for employability. Based on a review of 
DRM teaching at selected South Caucasus 
universities, distance learning is not yet widely 
used. While distance learning can include 
costly techniques such as the creation of 
Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs), 
affordable yet effective techniques are also 
widely deployed.

The module consists of two parts. After Part 
One (1 ECTS: 25-30 hours of total student 

investment), participants will be able to identify 
and understand key DRM concepts and 
definitions as well as locate DRM in national 
and international institutional contexts. At the 
conclusion of Part Two (2 ECTS 50-60 hours 
of total student investment), students will be 
able to apply DRM concepts using GIS tools 
to produce risk maps. The distance-learning 
module will be open to a wider audience, 
including professionals.

The English version of the module is used in 
Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, although 
part of it has been translated. There is no 
detailed feedback on the number of users, 
which needs to be collected from each country, 
but it is avident that this Distance Learning 
Module differs from the already existing online 
courses. At the moment, students can get 
credits for the Distance Learning Module. 
It is also a standalone learning unit which is 
available online and hence a kind of hybrid. At 
the end of the project, an assessment will be 
made on how many students used the module 
without guidance and it might be worth thinking 
about a standalone book version.

See More

A NEW PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVE TO SUPPORT DISTANCE 
LEARNING MODULE (DLM) IMPLEMENTATION IN ARMENIA
On 21 January 2021, representatives of the 
Institute of Geological Sciences, NAS, Arme-
nian State Pedagogical University, and Crisis 
Management State Academy MES, freelance 
expert and country representative of the Cau-
casus Network for Sustainable Development 
of Mountain Regions (Sustainable Caucasus) 
met to discuss the introduction and implemen-
tation of the Distance Learning Module (DLM) 
for DRR and Disaster Risk Mapping in Arme-
nian Higher Education Institutions.

http://sd-caucasus.com/en/news/news_item/223
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Participants outlined that the distribution of 
the aforementioned module contributes to 
capacity building for hazard mapping in Ar-
menia. They also discussed and expressed 
their views on the establishment of a minimum 
threshold of knowledge and skills for the se-
lection of students for DLM. Representatives 

of the above-mentioned higher educational in-
stitutions were offered the possibility of orga-
nizing training of trainers for their personnel, 
where necessary.

See More

The report analyses strengths, weaknesses, 
training needs, priorities, barriers, and enablers 
of change for each of the following capacity 
branches of DRM education: knowledge, teach-
ing, administration, research, fieldwork, techni-
cal, economic, capacities, and educational gov-
ernance.

The team of researchers conducted 50 inter-
views and five focus groups with academics, ad-
ministrative staff, and students in six higher edu-
cation institutions (HEIs)-two from each country 
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia).

To evaluate knowledge capacities, the team also 
conducted an in-depth analysis of available DRM 
courses, their content, and the students’ acquired 
knowledge and skills. This was the starting point 
to identify new modules or courses that might 
be developed to contribute to a common DRM 
curriculum at the regional level in the South 
Caucasus.

The study revealed that the above-mentioned 
capacities are closely interlinked. Thus, improve-
ments in research, fieldwork, technical, and eco-
nomic capacities are all necessary to ensure 
the long-term sustainability of new modules or 
courses. 

The in-depth assessment of the national high-
er education offer in disaster risk management 

(DRM) and hazard mapping is a task of high im-
portance for the Strengthening the Climate Adap-
tation Capacities in the South Caucasus project.

The project, implemented by Sustainable 
Caucasus and funded by the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC), aims 
at reducing the vulnerability of populations 
to climate-induced natural hazards, and 
strengthening regional cooperation on climate 
change adaptation (CCA) and sustainable 
mountain development. Increasing learning 
and teaching capacities in higher education 
institutions in the domain of disaster risk 
management (DRM) in Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
and Georgia is an expected output of this 
project.

IN-DEPTH ASSESSMENT OF NATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION 
OPPORTUNITIES IN DRM HAZARD MAPPING IN SOUTH 
CAUCASUS COUNTRIES

See More

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/news/a-new-partnership-initiative-t.html-1
http://sd-caucasus.com/assets/uploads/documents/In-Depth_Assessment_Higher_Edu_S_Caucasus.pdf
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NETWORKING AND
MEMBERSHIP

NETWORK FOR EUROPEAN MOUNTAIN 
RESEARCH (NEMOR)

Sustainable Caucasus, the secretary unit of 
Scientific Network for the Caucasus Mountain 
Region (SNC-mt) became officially approved 
for membership by the Network for European 
Mountain Research General (NEMOR) on 11 
December 2020, International Mountain Day.

As part of our mission, Sustainable Caucasus 
shares the objectives of the Network for 
European Mountain Research, which is a 
network of research organizations aiming to 
promote and develop long-term, European-
scale, inter-and trans-disciplinary research 
in and on mountains, through the application 
of the members’ combined expertise in 
diverse natural and social science disciplines 

and humanities, as well as information 
management and knowledge transfer.

SNC-mt, through its secretariat Sustainable 
Caucasus, will act as a liaison between the 
countries of the Caucasus region and NEMOR 
with the ability to mobilize and link up much-
needed mountain research and capacities 
Caucasus-wide. SNC-mt comprises leading 
scientific institutions, initiative groups, 
and research organizations that want to 
promote research in and for the sustainable 
development of mountain areas. 

See More

Copyright George Gotsiridze

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=859061374860122&id=221342668631999
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Scientific Network for the Caucasus Mountain 
Region (SNC-mt) is an open network 
of researchers and other stakeholders 
interested in disciplinary, interdisciplinary, and 
transdisciplinary research on the Caucasus 
region and academic collaboration. SNC-
mt seeks to improve research capacity for 
and within the Caucasus region (Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Iran, the Russian 
Federation, and Turkey) and to link research 
to the needs of sustainable development and 
environmental protection.

Currently, the SNC-mt platform hosts 563 
organizations; 1,577 registered and 217 

self-registered users; 4,021 publications; 
140 projects; 70 policies and laws, and 50 
academic programmes.

The SNC-mt online platform plays a key role 
in the process of collecting, providing, sharing, 
and disseminating knowledge and information 
concerning the sustainable development of 
the Caucasus region. It serves as a tool for 
the communication of results, success stories, 
established tools, and messages to scientists 
and practitioners working in the Caucasus 
region and the wider public.

SNC-mt ONLINE PLATFORM

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/


17

The Caucasus Mountain Forum is a key 
initiative of the Scientific Network for the 
Caucasus Mountain Region, and a tradition 
since 2016. The CMF is held every two years 
and in 2021 will be held in Georgia. The CMF 
serves as an important opportunity for scientists 
and practitioners to meet and exchange views 
on opportunities and challenges, and thereby 
seek to enhance (sub)-regional dialogue and 
contribute to the better coordination of the 
sustainable development of the Caucasus 
region. 
The CMF’s overall goal and long-term objective 
are to support regional cooperation and joint 
research among the Caucasus scientists and 

thereby promote evidence-based decision-
making for sustainable development. 
Sustainable Caucasus, as the Secretariat 
of the Caucasus Mountains Sustainable 
Development Network, signed a memorandum 
of cooperation with Kutaisi, Akaki Tsereteli 
State University. This cooperation will 
facilitate the involvement of stakeholders in 
international scientific networks and provide 
the opportunity to hold a scientific conference 
of the Caucasus Mountain Forum with the 
support of the University.

More information on possible alternative dates 
will be shared later here

CAUCASUS MOUNTAIN FORUM (CMF)

CAUCASUS SUMMER SCHOOL (CSS)
Considering the rapid spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic with numerous cases and the 
restrictions of flights at a global level and 
particularly in the countries of the Caucasus 
region in 2020, the organising committee 
changed the dates of Caucasus Summer 
Schools, deciding to postpone it to 2021.
The organisation of the Caucasus Summer 
School is one of the main activities and 
traditions of Sustainable Caucasus and SNC-
mt. The summer school aims to encourage 
global, regional, and national knowledge 
exchanges and the identification of suitable 

models and practices for improving higher 
education, teaching, and learning practices in 
the Caucasus.
Caucasus Summer School 2021 will be 
organised by Sustainable Caucasus, together 
with the Institute of Geography of the Russian 
Academy of Science and Ilia State University 
with the topic: “National Disaster Risks – 
Identification, Mapping and Assessment for 
Sustainable Mountain Development.” 

More information on possible alternative dates 
will be shared later here.

UPCOMING EVENTS

https://www.caucasus-mt.net/Caucasus-Mountain-Forum-2021
http://igras.ru/en/node/1
http://igras.ru/en/node/1
https://iliauni.edu.ge/en/iliauni
https://www.caucasus-mt.net/summer-school-2020
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